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FAMILY DAY: MOVING MERMAID

This activity is inspired by William Morris and Edward Burne-Jones’s fabric design currently in our
Work in Progress exhibition (below). Merfolk, with their long fishy tails, appear in stories from many
cultures around the world. They can be both beautiful and dangerous, reflecting the power of the sea.

This mermaid was
designed by William
Morris and Edward
Burne-Jones

This famous bronze sculpture in Copenhagen,
Denmark, shows a mermaid becoming human.
Artist Edvard Eriksen based it on a fairy tale by
Hans Christian Andersen

This sculpture of Mami
Wata, a water spirit from
West African mythology,
was created by Beninese
artist Cyprien Tokoudagba
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FAMILY DAY: MOVING MERMAID
You will need
A printout of the mermaid template, cardboard from a cereal
box or similar, glue stick, scissors, split pins or string and tape,
a sharp pencil, a blob of modelling clay or sticky tac, paints or
coloured pencils and any decorations you like.
Step by step instructions

1.

2.

3.
4.

Print out the mermaid template page and stick it onto
some thin cardboard. If you haven’t got a printer you can
draw your own design straight on to cardboard - use the
template as a reference.
Colour in your mermaid. Don’t worry about keeping within
the lines - you’re going to cut them out. I used the colour
scheme from William Morris’s mermaid design, but you
can use any colours you like. Make sure you can still see
the dots.
Cut out the shapes.
If you’re using split pins ... place a piece of modelling
clay or sticky tac under the dot at the bottom of the body
and push a pin through, then put the clay or tac under the
dot at the top of the biggest tail shape and push the same
pin through there. Fold the strips of the split pin in opposite
directions at the back. Attach the bottom of the big tail
shape to the top of the medium tail shape in the same way
and keep going with the rest of the shapes.

Take a photo and share it
with us on Instagram
(@morrisgallery) or
Twitter (@wmgallery)
using the hashtag
#WMGfamilies

If you’re using string ... put a piece of modelling clay or sticky tac under one of the dots and poke a hole
through the cardboard with a sharp pencil. Do this with all of the dots.
Cut a length of string. Carefully wrap a small piece of tape along the length of one end of your string so it’s
a bit like a lace.

5.

Tie a single knot in the other end of the string and thread through the hole at the bottom of the body then
the hole at the top of the biggest tail shape. Tie another single knot at the back, as close to the card as you
can and cut off the string. Tie the bottom of the big tail shape to the top of the medium tail shape and keep
going with the rest of the shapes.
Stick on decorations, cloth, wool hair, shells, seaweed, sequins or anything you like. You can design your
own moving animal in the same way.

