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See our Facebook page
for video instructions
from Friday 1 May 2020

FAMILY DAY SPECIAL: MAY DAY 2020
May Day is a public holiday celebrated around the world,
usually on 1st May. Traditionally, workers are given the day off to
celebrate and enjoy springs new growth and summer’s arrival.
William Morris loved nature and used it in his designs and
poems. He also believed in workers’ rights. In 1894 he wrote
a chant, called May Day , to be sung to music as the workers
marched, as they campaigned for better working conditions.
May Day celebrations around the world

This cartoon shows William Morris
speaking at a May Day rally in Hyde
Park, London. It was created by his
friend, the artist Walter Crane.

In the state of Hawaii, May Day is known as Lei Day. Each
year, May 1st— an annual tribute to a culturally iconic symbol.
Celebrated by locals dressed in aloha attire, the custom honours
the state’s natural production of tropical flowers in the crafting
and wearing of the lei (the traditional flower garland of Hawaii).
Morris dancers wearing decorated bowler hats can be seen in
the United Kingdom as part of May Day celebrations. Morris
dancing is a traditional English form of folk dancing from the
15th Century, often performed on May Day by groups of men or
women who wear different outfits depending on which part of
the country they are from.
The celebration of May Day in Greece has its roots in ancient
times. The first day of May is considered a celebration of the
arrival of Spring. In Greece, children rise early and set off to
see the sight of the first swallow, when they have found it, they
go from door to door singing songs to welcome in the Spring.
Neighbours will often reward them with treats such as fruit, nuts
and cakes.
Find out more about May Day customs at
https://wfculture19.co.uk/sites/default/files/2019-05/
CulturalLearningResources-MayDayFactSheet.pdf

Here, the month of May is a young girl carrying
a branch of spring flowers. From a tile panel by
William Morris and his friends The Labours of
the Months, 1862, William Morris Gallery
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FAMILY DAY SPECIAL: MAY DAY 2020
MATERIALS LIST
Hawaiian Lei
• Penne pasta / straws
• String
• Scissors
• Pencil
• Printable petal flower template
• Paper

Decorated Bowler Hat
• Paper bowl or plate, approx
17cm diameter
• Elastic or ribbon
• Black paint
• Stapler
• Pencil
• Paper and flower stencil used
to make the Lei
• Glue stick

Swallow Mobile
• A4 thick paper or thin card
• Black, blue and red paint
• Paintbrush
• Glue stick
• Print out of template
• Twigs or coat hangers
• Sewing thread
• Masking tape
• Scissors
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Cut out this shape to
use as your swallow’s
body. Use as a
template to draw
around on your card/
thick paper.

Cut out the shape
above to use as
your swallow’s white
stomach.

Original swallow design: krokotak.com

Cut out these flowers. Use them as a template
and place them on your paper and draw round
them and then cut your flowers.
Or you can colour these flowers in, then cut them
out and use them to make your Lei.

