
BIRDS IN THE AIR: FLAPPY BIRD

1. Print out the Strawberry Thief 
template page. If you haven’t 
got a printer you can tape a 
thin piece of paper to your 
computer screen over the top 
of the pdf image, then draw 
round it.

2. Colour in the picture. Coloured 
pencils work best. Here is 
an image of William Morris’s 
Strawberry Thief design to 
use as a reference, or you 
can use whatever colours you 
like. Colour both sides of the 
body, but only the front of the 
wings.

3. Cut out the body with scissors 
and cut round the dashed line 
on the wings. 

4. Fold the wings downward 
along the dotted line in the 
middle of the wings, then 
fold them back up along the 
other dotted lines. Fold them 
backwards and forwards a 
few times so that they are 
very flappy. If you look at the 
wings sideways they will look 
like a W shape.

5. Glue the two small central 
sections of the wings to the 
back of the bird. The central 
fold should be along the 
top edge of the back. The 
coloured-in side should be on 
the top.

6. Make some feet from 
modelling clay or sticky tac 
and squash them to the 
bottom of your bird under the 
wings. This weights the body 
so it flaps better. You could 
also tape a penny to the belly.

7. Tape some thread to the top 
of the wings where they meet 
the body. You can flap your 
bird by pulling the thread up 
and down, or you can tie it to 
a stick and use that.

8. Make up your own designs 
for flappy birds - you could 
make one using a plastic 
bottle as a body!

learning at home

You will need

• Strawberry Thief bird template

• Coloured pencils

• Scissors

• Glue

• Modelling clay or stikcy tac

• Thread
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Don’t forget to take a photo and 
share it with us on Instagram 
(@morrisgallery) or Twitter 
(@wmgallery) using the hashtag 
#WMGfamilies #WGPintheair

Strawberry Thief is one of William 

Morris’s most famous designs. He was 

inspired by the birds that stole fruit 

from his garden!




